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VAN TUICO
In these series of works, Van Tuico 
plays with materials like words. 
Tuico takes us in a space that’s 
almost transitory yet transient. 
With canvases smeared, layered 
and painted like walls in an 
alley. Images come to Tuico 
like flashbacks, reminding him 
of the past, present and an 
imagined future. He undergoes a 
complicated process of grabbing 
images from different places. 
At once, the viewer could be 
confused if his canvases speak of 
a single place in time or several. 
His works could remind you of 
someplace familiar or bring back 
memories, which are forgotten 
in isolated spaces, which are 
generally perceived as a place of 
intrigue, danger and solace.

ZULKIFLI LEE
Zulkifli Lee’s creative practice 
explores relationship of 
personalised and impersonalised 
forms as well as the language 
of materials. His motifs usually 
involve very systematic and 
rhythmic geometric patterns, 
but rather than striving for total 
control, he embraces changes 
and chances. In his new series 
of works, he tries to bridge 
modern painting practice with the 
philosophy of Islamic aesthetics. 
Enabled by an introspective 
methodology that has its origins 
in Islamic aesthetic philosophy 
called ‘Nazzariyah’, it comprises 
of four category in Aesthetic view; 
‘Tabiat’ - The beauty of nature 
which exists within their own 
natural law, without the control 
of human and human’s thought; 
‘Riyaziyyah’ - The beauty of 
numbers and geometrical forms 
that exist in human’s thought 
as an intellectual process; 
‘Insanniyyah’ – The beauty of 
the human existence and their 
relationship with God, and lastly, 
‘Illahyiyah’ - The beauty of God, 
the islamic theology concept of 
Tauhid an Al-Kalam

“Alleys often come with a 
negative connotation—a space 
where the diabolical ensues and a 
place people avoid. The structures 
that make up an alley are left to 
witness the everyday wear and 
tear of those same structures, 
brought about by the natural 
decaying process of life and the 
occasional manmade vandalism. 
In retrospect, it is unoccupied; 
it could either be a dead end 
or a passageway to a greater 
destination. In the alley there can 
be a sense of ownership, because 
it is in this very space that one is 
free to act on their own will. It is 
in that very periphery that one is 
able to make the space their own. 
I find solace in the alley because 
of this. It is a refuge, where I go 
to seek nothing or alternatively, 
to find answers. Alleys need not 
always be bleak, for in those 
same spaces one can find, just 
as I have, a quiet space; a place 
where I can find myself over and 
over again.” — Van Tuico 

This series of works are 
composed with six artistic 
approaches that are normally 
found in traditional Islamic art: 
abstraction, modular structure, 
successive combination, 
repetition, dynamism, and 
intricacy. However, rather than 
repeating and reimposing the 
same traditional pattern or motif, 
he designs his own personalised 
patterns. For Zulkifli Lee, making 
art is always about seeking and 
sharing values. Be it cultural, 
religious, philosophical values, 
or simply just about the beauty 
of colours and forms. Lee 
also expresses that his choice 
of material has never been 
spectacular or extraordinary, 
he chose to work with soil - the 
humble, ordinary, often unnoticed 
yet familiar thing we see in our 
daily life. By working directly with 
nature, it reflects the notion of 
Tabiat Aesthetic concept; his goal 
is to present the essence of the 
matter (nature), and in this case 
it is soil itself.

this page, detail; 
Zulkifli Lee / isi mengisi

Born in 1968, Quezon City in 
Philippines, Tuico has had 
several solo exhibitions across 
Philippines. Since 2008, Tuico 
has exhibited alongside reputable 
artists in the Philippines. He is 
also a finalist at the GSIS Art 
Competition and the Exhibition 
Center for Contemporary Arts. 
Tuico’s works can be spotted 
amongst corporate and private 
collection, at the Novotel Manila 
Araneta Center, Shangri-la at the 
Fort, the Conrad Manila, amongst 
many others.

this page, detail; 
Van Tuico / From a Distance
acrylic, screen, cement, and 
acrylic polymer on canvas
152.4 x 152.4 cm / 2018
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TAKSU is a leading contemporary art 
gallery and specialist in Southeast 
Asia. Representing selections of fine 
art with distinctive urban edge, we are 
at the forefront of contemporary art 
in this region. TAKSU works to forge a 
platform for established and emerging 
artists to share their pool of creativity 
and knowledge through its residency 
programs and exhibitions. Encapsulating 
the true meaning of the word TAKSU; 
divine inspiration, energy, and spirit. 

Suherwan Abu
Director, TAKSU Galleries

Graphic Design Jeffrey Lim / Studio 25
Essay Farhanah Khalit
Artworks & Images © 2018 
Participating Artists

This publication may be reproduced in 
any form for academic, editorial and/
or non-commercial purposes without 
special permission from the artist(s) and 
gallery, with acknowledgement of the 
source. For other purposes, prior consent 
is needed.

SYAHMI JAMALUDDIN
Syahmi Jamaluddin’s fondness in 
faunistics becomes the subject 
matter in his latest series of 
works. Using popular creatures 
across the animal kingdom such 
as chimpanzee, dog and mouse 
deer, which are portrayed in his 
artworks, he manages to captures 
the essence of the animal planet. 
All the chosen animals are among 
the animals with special traits 
such as cleverness and loyalty 
resembling human morality 
and judgement. Using mediums 
such as oil paint and silkscreen, 
Jamaluddin creates works with 
multi-layers. The mix of themes 
reflected in the artwork presents 
to the viewer a walk in nature 
and raising questions in human 
behaviour. Syahmi’s works tend 
to reflect social issues, which are 
current. The artist completed his 
Diploma in Fine Arts from UITM 
Machang in Kelantan followed by 
B.A. (hons) in Fine Art (Painting) 
in UITM Shah Alam, Selangor, 
Malaysia. Since then Syahmi had 
actively participated in numerous 
group exhibition locally.

this page, detail; 
Syahmi Jamaluddin / Bait
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ART SANCHEZ
Art Sanchez, born in 1980 in 
Philippines, creates a series 
for Beyond The Surface, 
titled ‘Beautiful Decay’. In 
2007, Sanchez graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science in 
Architecture at the Technological 
Institure of The Philippines. He is 
currently in the ANGONO ARTIST 
ASSOCIATION and the NEO-
ANGONO ARTIST COLLECTIVE in 
Philippines. He has been involved 
in several solo exhibitions in the 
Philippines and is a recipient of 
several art awards.

Art Sanchez’ Beautiful Decay is 
a series of collages of images 
from books, magazines, brochures 
& photographs with acrylic 
encasted in clear resin. Beautiful 
Decay is a depiction of ‘memory 
grave’, a composition of haunting 
images of collage, forming layers 
of shift narratives. In terms of 
subject matter, Sanchez series 
are a depiction of the human 
behavior in all aspects.

Working with collages is one of 
the most liberating art mediums 
for Sanchez. Creating layers, 
compositions that deliver his 
desired intent. Resin on the 
otherhand, is a variable material. 
As Sanchez puts it; ‘ One can 
create a lot of things from it. The 
combination of the two mediums 
gives a certain depth that other 
materials can not achieve.’

Sanchez’ art is a reflection on 
issues that surrounds him, his 
response to scenarios that he has 
encountered and that have left a 
mark in his everyday existence.

this page, detail; 
Art Sanchez / Beautiful Decay 1 
collage in clear cast resin 
60 x 36 inches / 2018
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As simple yet intricate. Rustic. 
There’s the depth only the unique/
brave dare to delve into. From a 
blank canvas or just an idea in 
one’s mind, translated into form 
of art and yet to be define by  
the individual who views art  
as feelings being transform  
and along the way interpret  
the meaning.
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below left;
Syahmi Jamaluddin / Bait

below;
Syahmi Jamaluddin / Bait

below left;
Art Sanchez / Beautiful Decay 2
collage in clear cast resin 
60 x 36 inches / 2018

below;
Art Sanchez / Beautiful Decay 3 
collage in clear cast resin 
48 x 24 inches / 2018

right;
Art Sanchez / Beautiful Decay 4 
collage in clear cast resin
48 x 24 inches / 2018 



Four artist from two countries 
Malaysia and Philippines, come 
together to showcase their 
works in this exhibition entitled 
Undefined Translation. Each artist 
with their own interpretation of 
the undefinable creates uniques 
artworks which shows their  
own strength and how they view 
the world.

A hybrid spectacle, a fusion of 
an exhibition, vagrant pieces of 
art by our influential artists from 
contemporary scene exploring the 
undefined territory.

left;
Zulkifli Lee / Dinamik Dlm Rukun

right;
Zulkifli Lee / 
Raut-negative positif

bottom;
Zulkifli Lee / Berbagi

left;
Van Tuico / Unexpected no.2
acrylic, gravel, PVC pipes, and 
acrylic polymer on canvas
152.4 x 152.4 cm / 2018

right;
Van Tuico / Unexpected no.1
acrylic and gravel on canvas
91.44 x 91.44 cm / 2018

bottom left;
Van Tuico / 
Right up your alley no. 4
acrylic, cement, and acrylic 
polymer on canvas
152.4 x 152.4 cm / 2018 

As it progress it becomes clearer, 
the art begins to form alike 
pieces of a distorted puzzle with 
discord in between each of them. 
These artworks are absolutely 
Undefined as a shadow can 
change its shape, reconstruct 
itself and resize too.

A labyrinth, unhinged, seemingly 
endless cast away in illusion 
awaits those who make it through 
without being blinded  
by their eyes, All or nothing,  
what is the goal, in this 
undefined translation.


