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Essay by Nik Fahmee

Fauzulyusri and I are in his studio. He is sitting comfortably on a 
deep blue wingback chair and I am across from him on a rattan 
rocking chair.  We are having an easy Sunday morning chat with 
his water bottle next to him and a plain coffee for me. We have 
known each other for more than ten years – and when we talk 
about art and life, it becomes very seamless. 


Fauzul is very careful with his words, nevertheless.


He does not say much but when he does, it is with purpose and 
clarity. We are meeting up because he asked me to write for him 
for this solo, and he said he wanted to have someone who knows 
him well to write about him, and his art direction. He wants his 
works and words to be understood. He feels that this solo, his 
13th solo since he started in 2000, is a true manifestation of living 
through a page of history. This is truly a difficult time with the 
pandemic affecting everyone – he feels that his response is in this 
series of work – KONKRIT.


Fauzul started painting this series in the early part of the year and 
it has taken him slightly over six months to complete it. It began at 
a point in time when the country, along with everyone else in the 
world, was grappling for a better and firmer understanding of the 
pandemic. And the ground, literally and politically, wasn't strong - 
It kept shifting because of this pandemic. What seems easy was 
getting hard and what was certain became uncertain. Rules and 
conditions were announced and then backtracked. “I was seeing 
how important it is to be grounded,” he said.
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Fauzul kept looking at the painting in front of us as we spoke. He 
got up and walked towards it. This is the largest painting in the 
show – an illuminating diptych.  It is as if the painting commands 
you to look at it, and when you do, it seizes and holds your 
attention. The background pastel sets a sense of space against 
the bold gray/white strokes. This is called The Light. Fauzul 
painted this last – because it took him weeks to decide on the 
placement of the line and circular round drop.


If there is one key element about Fauzul that stands out for me, it 
is his sharp calculations in managing his materials. He calculates 
everything. He says, “Kena tepat nisbah bahan dan tempat.” It is 
about the exact calculation of mixture to placement. And though 
he is shrewdly guided by this logic, he is also flexible in the sense 
that his paintings are well balanced in an abstract and expressive 
manner. For this series, Fauzul created his background with 
industrial texture paste and once that has settled, he then used oil 
and charcoal for the foreground and painted the bold strokes. He 
is particular and careful with how the mediums are mixed and 
created. For Fauzul, art making has its own process too.


This has to be his strength, and he knows it.


He beckons me to stand with him near the painting and shows me 
why he wants this work to be in the show. He said light is needed 
and as we all struggle to find meaning in these trying times, we 
must believe that there will always be hope and light too.


Nothing in this series is left by chance, and conversely, the first 
work he did for this show is from an image that stayed constant in 
his mind.  


Since the beginning of the year, at an intersection en-route to his 
studio, he would look at his side mirror and be fascinated by a 
cement mark on the wall of a house. The shape calms him and the 
image stuck in his mind.  So one day, he decided that he needed 
to paint it and he quickly got into his studio and sketched it, to 
capture it in the form of his art.


The Urbanist is a painting of a shape that calms him. Fauzul kept 
saying to me that his works are his mindscape and his heart at 
peace. He takes every brush stroke and paint drip to a heightened 
sense of capturing his mind and emotional nuances. 


Concrete is not just about structure; it is also about a response to 
nature.


The Jungle is a painting of a fallen tree. Something once beautiful 
and functional now discarded and left to rot over time. Forgotten 
perhaps. He laments that this is fast becoming a norm in our 
current life in coping with this pandemic. 


Fauzul has the ability to make you think and reflect on something 
easy, but in a structured manner. His depiction of a tree with 
uncomplicated lines and a green stump at the end is what one 
needs to know that the jungle too needs to survive. Everything 
needs care and attention in this pandemic driven situation.
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Timur Barat is his way of indicating that everyone is affected by the 
changes and the current state. The text - Timur Barat is written from 
left to right, when Timur should be depicted on the right. Fauzul 
grins and said this is a painting with a text to indicate that direction 
and guidance are needed. It truly does not matter how it is written, 
what and where you are. Regardless of the geographical location, 
this pandemic is upon us all. And for Fauzul – he sees location as a 
matter of placement. Nothing that is too jarring in it that no one 
escapes the pandemic. 


Fauzul is not a cynical person. He does not pretend to have all the 
answers – in fact he is the sort of painter who observes more than 
he offers his opinions. He believes in the power of visual language to 
its fullest. 


Not to contradict himself, the works in this collection are truly a 
manifestation of him. This is further encapsulated in the Work. No 
image but rather words. And these words matter to him – Work, 
Beauty, Base and Texture.


Fauzul is a disciplined and focused artist – he works hard every day, 
by the hour. He is dedicated, with both tenacity and rigor as his 
middle names! He doesn't think beauty is only about the aesthetics 
alone, but rather what the mind sees and the heart feels. 


In this collection of work, he takes on a different point of view, in 
which he is responding to a situation that affects everyone. And like 
a true artist, he plays with the medium and the texture to perfection. 
Fauzul makes you look deeper into your understanding, making you 
try harder to understand the madness and the serenity of life.


This collection of work has captured time and existence by an artist 
who makes beauty in the banal. The beauty of the picture is an 
abiding concrete of his vision alone.


Nik Fahmee 
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Fauzulyusri
Drywall
Mixed media on canvas
137 x 137 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Fluo Green
Mixed media on canvas
153 x 153 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Fundamental
Mixed media on canvas
183 x 183 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Jungle
Mixed media on canvas
130 x 130 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Medium
Mixed media on canvas
153 x 153 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Naturalist

Mixed media on canvas
122 x 183 cm

2021
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Fauzulyusri
Pakis
Mixed media on canvas
137 x 137 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Paste
Mixed media on canvas
122 x 122 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Rosy
Mixed media on canvas
122 x 122 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Strato
Mixed media on canvas
153 x 122 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Stucco

Mixed media on canvas
122 x 213 cm

2021
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Fauzulyusri
The Light

Mixed media on canvas
153 x 306 cm (diptych)

2021
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Fauzulyusri
Timur Barat
Mixed media on canvas
183 x 183 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Turkois

Mixed media on canvas
122 x 183 cm

2021
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Fauzulyusri
Urban Day
Mixed media on canvas
183 x 122 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Urbanist
Mixed media on canvas
153 x 153 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Wallblock
Mixed media on canvas
153 x 153 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Warm
Mixed media on canvas
122 x 122 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Work
Mixed media on canvas
122 x 122 cm
2021
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Fauzulyusri
Yellow Petals

Mixed media on canvas
122 x 213 cm

2021
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